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• Grand Knight Comments 

• Chaplain’s Corner 
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Upcoming Events 

December 

12/11 Breakfast with Santa / 
Keep Christ in 

Christmas -SPCR 

12/13 Council Christmas 

Party - SJN 

 

January 

01/02 Ladies Auxiliary 

01/03 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

01/10 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

February 

02/06 Ladies Auxiliary 

02/07 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

02/14 Membership Mtg – SJN 

02/18 Free Throw Contest – 

SPDT gym 

 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree  

Dec. 4, Knight Before 

Christmas - SJN 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 

Feb. 11, 2023 

Lisle, IL 

 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights, 

I had been lamenting the early onset of Christmas music on one of 

my car radio station presets. They started November 1st. I can only 

imagine how many listeners they lost last month. Although others 

may disagree, any Christmas music, decorations, or sales before 

Thanksgiving I deem too early. FDR changed Thanksgiving from the 

last Thursday of November to the 4th Thursday of November to give 

retailers more Christmas shopping days. I can accept the argument 

of putting up lights while the weather is good, however must we then accept the 

plastic Santa and reindeer in a neighbor’s front yard until April? I recall many years 

ago my father realized his childhood dream of keeping the Christmas tree up until his 

February 22nd birthday. It was the second, real tree in the basement. The festive 

music stops airing and a lot of Christmas trees are put out to the street on December 

26th. Celebrating from the beginning of Advent (4 Sundays before Christmas) 

through the season of Christmas (Baptism of Jesus) seems to be a good compromise. 

This year that is November 27th through January 8th.  

What is your favorite Christmas song? For me it is the first 

lines of “It's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas" by Bing 

Crosby. Michael Buble’ does a good version as well but you 

can’t beat the sentimental feeling of the older generation. 

Give me anything from Bing Crosby, Nat King Cole, Burl Ives, 

Andy Williams, or Perry Como. I can even get into Christmas 

with the Rat Pack (Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, and Sammy 

Davis Jr.) as well as Elvis. According to recent polls, “All I 

Want For Christmas Is You” by Mariah Carey tops the favorite Christmas song list. 

”Jingle Bells” is most popular in other measures.  

An interesting thread through these favorite Christmas songs is that they are not 

about Christ. In one list, “O come O come Emmanuel” came in at #25, being beat 

out by songs about Santa, Rudolph, Christmas trees, snow and travelling, starving 

children, and not getting what one wants for Christmas. Jesus came early in this list 

as compared to others. My wife’s favorite Christmas song is “Little Drummer Boy”. I 

guess she has the right perspective. To really 

get into the true meaning of Christmas, you 

should go to the hymns. Even popular singers 

will venture into the holy. “Away in a 

Manger”, “O Holy Night”, Joy to the World”, 

these are a few of my favorite things (to 

borrow from “The Sound of Music”, my 

mother’s favorite movie). My favorite movie 

is “It’s a Wonderful Life”, but that is for 
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another article. Think of your favorite Christmas songs and send them to me at 

GK@KofC12497.com. I will put a playlist together for our Christmas party on 

Tuesday evening, 6:30 pm at St. John Neumann. 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock,  

Grand Knight – Council 12497  

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER Fr. Arnold Relles 

We are now in the season of Advent, a season in which we are 

waiting for the Lord’s coming to our heart. It is a season of hope. 

In this season of Advent, we are challenged to let the 

significance of the birth of Jesus our Lord transform our lives, 

even as we wait for the birth of Jesus. Unless we allow Him to be 

borne in our hearts and lives, we shall never have peace and 

harmony in our lives.  

As followers of Christ, we can have a better way of celebrating Advent. This is a 

season to know Him, to love Him and to follow Him. To follow Him is not possible 

without first coming to know and love Him. 

To know Christ means to meet Him. This is how we know a person. There is 

difference between knowing about a person and knowing him. The latter is only 

possible when we have met him personally. And to know Him is not from the book 

that we read, from the talks that we have heard but from the knowledge that is 

imparted by Christ Himself. We will attain this by means of a deeper relationship with 

Him in prayer. 

To love Christ means being captivated by His goodness and loveliness. It is not 

possible to know Christ without falling in love with Him. The deeper our knowledge of 

Him, the greater our love will be. The more our love for Him, the deeper will be our 

knowledge, for to really know a person it is important to see him through the eyes of 

love. Let us not hesitate to give our whole heart to Christ, to pour all the wealth of 

affection and love on to Him. 

To follow Christ means we are called to follow Him in carrying our cross. But we are 

not called to follow Him in sadness and gloom. Christ told His disciples that it was 

necessary for the Messiah to suffer and thus to enter into His glory. And this is what 

he promises to us who follow Him: if we follow Him in suffering, we shall follow Him 

in Glory. 

As disciples of Christ, let this season be a season of knowing, loving, and following 

Him. While waiting for His coming, persistent prayer and faith will bring us to wait 

actively.  

 

In Christ and Mary, 

Fr. Arnold 
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

 

“Once in our world, a stable had 
something in it that was bigger than our 

whole world.”   - C. S. Lewis 
 

 

 

 

Two groups of Ladies Auxiliary members and their gentlemen volunteered at 

the Northern IL Food Bank on November 8th and 17th. The first group helped 

pack 1,950 pounds of apples into 5-pound bags.  The 2nd group packed 76 

door dash orders with milk, chicken, apples and carrots and then, loaded them 

into the door dash cars as they arrived. 

 

Members of the Ladies Auxiliary will be caroling at 

Bickford on Thursday, December 15, at 6:00.  Feel free 

to join us at the entrance at 5:30. Song sheets will be 

provided. 2875 Campton Hills Road, St. Charles. 

 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary participated in the Candlelight Advent Dinner on 

December 3.  It was a joyful event, with an inspiring message by Jennifer 

Haviland. 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary will be participating in Breakfast with Santa and with the Keep Christ in Christmas poster 

contest on December 11 in Dempsey Hall from 8:30-11:15. Set up will take place after 4:00 Saturday Mass from 5-

7.  Volunteers are encouraged to help out at any of these times. This is an enjoyable event for children and adults 

alike, celebrating the Christmas season and remembering why we celebrate. 

 

Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate                                   

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

December 15, 2022 

  

Stop by and enjoy lunch or dinner out (or both). Don’t forget to order world famous chicken 

tenders with dip and the Ladies Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  This will help us continue 

to support local charity organizations. What is better than great food, great service, and helping others? Remember 

to tell your server that you are from St Patrick Parish. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kimberley Haag 

Vice President See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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ANNUAL COUNCIL CHRISTMAS SOCIAL, DECEMBER 13! 
 

Join us for our annual Christmas Social gathering on Tuesday December 13th at 6:30 

pm at St. John Neumann Hoffman Center!  

The Christmas Social gathering will be in place of our monthly membership meeting, to 

celebrate Christmas.  Spouses are invited to this fun event.  The Council will provide wine, 

beer, soft drinks, and coffee.  Please bring an appetizer or dessert for the buffet table 

(note: we usually have ample dessert contributions!).   

No work, just an evening of fraternity and fellowship!  Come visit with old friends and take 

the opportunity to meet new friends.  

Also, please consider bringing a donation for the Mercy For The Starving event noted later in this edition. 

 

MARQUETTE ASSEMBLY CHRISTMAS PARTY, DECEMBER 20 
 

Join Brother Sir Knights for a Christmas Social event on December 20 from 6-8 pm at the Columbia Club in Batavia.  

Event will be “heavy” hors d ‘oeuvres and cash bar with free will offering.  RSVP sign-up on Assembly website 

(calendar events page or here) by December 13.  Contact Bill Dugan at 630-849-6405 or kofcbill@sbcglobal.net for 

additional information. 

 

K OF C COUNCIL 12497 NAME BADGES 
 

The council encourages everyone to wear his name badge at our monthly meetings. 

This helps the newer members feel more comfortable and as one new member put it, 

"it helps build camaraderie ". We should also use them for other council activities when 

practical, to help promote our organization and mission. 

 

If you have not received one or have misplaced yours and need a new one please email 

the Grand Knight (gk@kofc12497.com) and copy Mark Schaefer (Membership Director, at fercoghill@gmail.com) and 

it will be ordered. It should take no more than a week to get them and once Mark picks them up, he will be in touch 

to see that you receive it ASAP. 
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A CHRISTMAS GIFT…..FREE MEMBERSHIP.  INVITE A MAN TO JOIN 
 

Do you know a Catholic man who is not yet a Knight and a 

prospective candidate for our Council?  Every Knight must know 

such a man.   Our challenge to you is to contact one candidate and 

give him a Christmas gift of Knighthood.   

 

Invite him to take advantage of this free membership gift to join 

the Knights.   It’s simple and only takes about 3 minutes.  Using a 

phone or computer have the candidate go to: KofC.org/join, 

complete the required boxes and remember to include our council 

number 12497 and the PROMO Code BLESSEDMCGIVNEY.  He 

will get a confirmation back via email which he must accept to 

complete the membership.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

4TH DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION FEB. 11, 2023 LISLE ILLINOIS 
 

If you are a 3rd degree Knight, there is an Exemplification of the 4th degree on February 11 at the Sheraton Lisle 

Naperville Hotel.  If you have not yet advanced to the 3rd degree, we can make that happen in advance so you can 

qualify for this ceremony.  Contact our Financial Secretary or Grand Knight to sign up.  For more information, go to 

the Exemplification packet by clicking here. 

 

FREE THROW CONTEST FEBRUARY 18, 2023 
 

Get ready!  Our Council (and District) Free Throw Competition will be held Saturday Feb 18, 2023.   This is the 50 th 

year that K of C has held this competition.  Sign-up to help run this event or just come out to watch some amazing 

kids compete.  Spread the word.  This event is open to all boys and girls ages 9-14.  Competition is open to the 

general community.  Bring your children, grandchildren, or neighbor’s kids.   

Volunteer sign up schedule is on the Council Activity page.  Contestant sign-up will be available later on our Council 

website.  For more information contact Gary Stopka at gjstopka@yahoo.com or 630-824-7285. 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HVAS0zJNtaMWbWkBb5dpIHEfatiNlvfY/view
mailto:gjstopka@yahoo.com


 

 

Copyright (C) 2022 St. Charles Knights of Columbus Council 12497, all rights reserved. Page 6 of 13 

Questions, comments, opinions, etc. can be forwarded to the editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

ST. CHARLES KNIGHTS HAVE MERCY FOR THE STARVING !! 
 

Our Council along with the Ladies Auxiliary are partnering with Feed My 

Starving Children on March 24-25, 2023 to feed 448 children for one full 

year by packing 163,296 meals!!  This is more children than we have ever 

fed before!!  Our best year prior to this was 362 children fed for a year in 

2020. 

WE NEED YOU to accomplish this feat.  We are lagging in donations to feed 

those who otherwise may not live. The cost of the ingredients and labor to 

fund this meal packing event is $40,000.  Our Council accepted the challenge 

to match individual Knight donations up to a collective $2,000 total. 

Check out this video to see how you can make a difference in a child's life. Until All Are Fed - Feed My Starving 

Children.  You can donate 500 meals for as little as $120.00.  This will feed approximately 1-1/2 children for one 

year! 

Donating on behalf of the Knights to ensure the matching donation by the Council, can be easily done by cash or 

check delivered to Paul Braddock, or online at this link: give.fmsc.org/KC12497.  No cash/check donations have 

been made to this point. Only a handful of Knights have donated online.  Those donations are truly appreciated.  If 

you intend to take a 2022 tax deduction for your donation, it needs to be done by year-end. 

The flyer at the end of this Unitas edition provides a QR code you can scan, or click on the link which takes you 

instantly to the Mercy for the Starving event page where you can make your electronic donation.  Paul will make 

sure these donations are counted toward the Council match. 

The MFTS team has one more favor of you.  We are looking for (3) Knights who are willing to become a personal 

fundraiser.  What does this mean?  You agree to spread the word about the meal packing event and make personal 

donation requests to those you know.  Our team will set you up with a personal URL to make electronic online 

donations as easy as it is for the Knights.  What do you get out of this?  Feeding the hungry is one of the corporal 

works of mercy that we are asked to follow.  If you remember to help the children of God, He will remember you.  At 

this point no one has taken on this role.  Will you be the first one who is willing to ask others to donate to this event 

to save the life of a child? 

Blessings to you for caring about those who have no food.  With your help, some child will live. 

 

Paul Braddock 

trombone_55@yahoo.com 

630-901-3164 

 

 

A ROSARY - FOR YOU! 
 

Mark Schaefer, our Membership Director, has committed to saying a rosary for you on your 

birthday. He has a list of current members and their birthdays.  So when your special day 

rolls around this year, know that you are being prayed for.   

 

Thank you Mark! 
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PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES  
 

The war Ukraine continues and there is still a great refugee crisis due to the damage to critical infrastructure. The 

Knights of Columbus continue to provide support. Here is a link about Supreme Knight Patrick Kelly’s recent trip: 

www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/a-message-of-solidarity.html. As an organization with Charity as our first 

principle, we are constantly asking our members and the community at large for financial support. Although there is 

little each of us can do on our own, our second principle of Unity illustrates that together we can achieve great things. 

Our fundraising page is at https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/424200 and it will look like this: 

 

To make an individual donation, just hit the yellow “Donate” button and follow the directions. If you want to multiply 

your efforts, hit the “Join Team” button. Add yourself as a member and solicit help from those you know. It is set up to 

work well with Facebook and Twitter. We started with a $1000 goal for our council, but I think we will at least double 

that. Thank you to those that have donated and to those that will spread the word.  
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4TH DEGREE NEWS 
 

Council & Assembly 4th Degree Knights Uniform Rebate 

 

If you are a 4th Degree Knight or prospective 4th Degree we have an offer 

for you.  In order to increase our Council support of the 4th Degree 

mission, we encourage you to take advantage of the rebates currently 

offered to those who purchase a complete uniform.  To show our 

Councils support, we are offering a $200 rebate when you purchase a 

complete uniform.  In addition, the 4th Degree Marquette Assembly is also offering an additional $100 towards your 

uniform purchase.   Take advantage of this great offer while it lasts.  Contact GK Greg Sengstock, FS Bill Roth or DD 

Gary Stopka for more information or how to receive your rebates. Be a visible symbol of the Patriotic Degree during 

religious ceremonies and in the community. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.   So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.   

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page 

and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 
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PHOTO ALBUM 
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting. 

 

 

At our Knight Before Christmas event held December 4, we welcomed 

new brother Knight Patrick Hefferan! 

 

 

More photos from Knight Before Christmas  

exemplification ceremony 

 
 

Deacon Dave Stowell offers a prayer 
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Ladies Auxiliary event at 

Northern IL Food Bank 

 

Helping load food into DoorDash driver’s car 

for delivery to homes 
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